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NEWSLETTER
December 2011
My Wish List

By Rhonda Rotterman, Executive Director
Santa baby, slip some (new regulations involving person-centeredness, choice, autonomy and personhood for all elders living in communal environments) under the tree for me. I’ve been diligent all year, Santa baby and hurry down that long hallway that looks exactly like all the others and makes me feel like I’m trapped in the “Twilight Zone” (and they call ME confused)…. tonighttttttttttttttt.

I had the pleasure of viewing a recent enactment by some care partners at Pilgrim Place where they depicted the frightening similarities between an institutional elder and a homeless person. The need for true “home” for elders living in communal environments suddenly becomes even more urgent when you come to that realization. Lack of privacy, no place for solitude, feelings of powerlessness and dependency are overwhelming for those living in traditional nursing homes, and on the street: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Opd2cgN7Pnw 
Change cannot come fast enough for those already experiencing this life daily and for elders of the future aren’t we all in that category? May the joys of the holiday season fulfill your heart’s desire.  And may those you hold dear and the things that bring meaning and quality to your life surround you!
Who’s the Boss? 
We are honored to feature a blog by Bonnie Kantor-Burman, director of the Ohio Department of Aging and former executive director of the Pioneer Network:
“My mother was cared for by a wonderful woman, Darlene, during the time she needed long-term care and caring. One day, I asked Darlene if my mother could go somewhere with me—I don’t remember where, but it really doesn’t matter. What matters is the quizzical and rather piercing look I received from Darlene. Thinking that maybe she didn’t hear me clearly, I repeated my query. This time she responded not only with words, but with her arms flailing wildly for emphasis. “Why you are asking me?” she replied. “Your mother is the boss, not me.” Read more: http://wnyapccblog.com/2011/12/
Alliance Meets With Legislators
The Alliance is getting the attention of our state legislators. In November, Executive Director Rhonda Rotterman as well as members from the Government Affairs committee and representatives from the Western New York Association of Homes and Services for the Aging had the opportunity to meet with the WNY delegation to discuss the Alliance’s mission and strategic plan for education, regulation and guidance across our region and the state. Legislators and staff were very receptive and spoke about collaboration in Albany with policymakers and associations to assist in driving sustainable change among institutions and organizations caring for elders.

Important Dates for 2012
Include these dates on your calendar:

March 14-15 Navigating the Journey to Person-Centered Care
Pioneer Network 3rd Annual Culture Change Summit
Paragon Casino Resort, Marksville, LA 
View information at:  http://www.pioneernetwork.net/Upcoming/Detail.aspx?id=251 

April 12

Alzheimer's Association WNY Dementia Care Symposium 
Salvatore's Restaurant 6461 Transit Road, Depew, NY   
View information at: http://www.alz.org/wny/in_my_community_15019.asp
(Executive Director Rhonda Rotterman will be a presenter at this conference, speaking on the “Practical Implementation of Person-Centered Dementia Care”). 
May 30-June 1

Eden Alternative International Conference 
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, Grand Rapids, MI 
View information at: http://www.edenalt.org/how-we-serve/2012-6th-eden-alternative-international-conference
August 5-8
Pioneer Network’s 12th National Conference (more information to come)

Jacksonville, FL

Join Us

Build your leadership skills and person-centered care intelligence by joining the Alliance as a member. We’ve just introduced our new member program, and also a multi-facility discount. Please call Diane Summers at (716) 250-6218 for more information or download the membership form at http://www.wnyapcc.com/membership.html
The Members Only Site Is Up!

And if you become a member of the Alliance, you will also have access to the Alliance’s new Members Only Google site. Recently launched, the site features information on the latest research, outcomes and resources, person-centered care in long-term care and assisted living environments, involving families and the community in person-centered care initiatives … and much more. Members should have recently received a notice about logging on to the site – if you need assistance, please contact us.

A Final – And Solemn – Word
Our condolences to Carter Catlett Williams and her family on the passing of her husband and prominent geriatrician, Dr. T. Franklin Williams. Carter is one of the founders of the Pioneer Network; Dr. Williams was a trailblazer in the field of geriatrics. Read more at http://www.pioneernetwork.net/
Visit our website for updates and blogs: http://www.wnyapcc.com, 

email us at info@wnyapcc.com or call (716) 250-6218
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