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Not Dead Yet!
By Rhonda Rotterman, Executive Director
In the years I have worked in long term care I never really contemplated the individual as a whole human being. As a nurse, I was trained to identify disease and then figure out a plan to cure it or get the person to a stable state; ideally to return to as normal an existence as possible. 
In long term care where disease and co-morbidities come in paragraphs, I viewed these individuals sadly as shells of their formal “normal” selves and felt the best I could do was to keep them pain-free and as clinically stable as possible. Toward that end, I would consider myself a better than average leader as I carried around my clipboard and made sure t’s were crossed, i’s were dotted and everything was in its place … Read more at http://bit.ly/j41r3U 
Alliance Council Established

The Alliance recently created a Council to provide formal oversight of the organization. It replaces the Alliance Steering Committee, initiated during the launch of the organization in 2008.
We welcome the following Council members:

Ann Briody-Petock, administrator of Briody Health Care Facility, will chair the council and John Walker, executive director for Family Choice of New York, will serve as vice chair. Also serving on the council are Dara Fowler, clinical coordinator at EverCare, as secretary/treasurer.

Committee chairs include Robert Meiss, president and CEO of Beechwood Continuing Care; Kathy Nyquist, administrator of Beechwood Continuing Care and president of the Western New York Association of Homes and Services for the Aging; and Davina Porock, associate dean and professor for research and scholarship at the University at Buffalo School of Nursing.  Dr. Michael Noe, clinical professor of social and preventative medicine at the University at Buffalo School of Public Health and Tammy Schmidt, administrator at The Pines – Machias Campus and president-elect of the Western New York Association of Homes and Services for the Aging, will serve as members at-large.
Great Links on Aging and Culture Change
-- A heartfelt video, titled “A letter from Mom and Dad,” offers a perspective from an aging parent to their child …  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bN0WCTFw7L4
-- This link to the New York Times blog is a keeper – all kinds of information about aging … http://newoldage.blogs.nytimes.com
-- The author of this editorial in McKnight’s says that long term health care workers are heroes, like firefighters … http://www.mcknights.com/long-term-care-workers-are-like-firefighters/article/202131
Executive Director to Speak at CMS Conference
Rhonda Rotterman, executive director of the Western New York Alliance for Person-Centered Care (WNYAPCC), will speak at the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services  (CMS) Fourth Annual New York Regional Office Stakeholders’ Conference on June 9 in New York City.

The conference is bringing together stakeholders from CMS, state survey agencies, quality improvement organizations, ESRD networks, ombudsman programs and representatives from hospitals, nursing homes and home health associations. The theme of the conference is “Transitions of Care and Patient Safety,” with an aim toward improving the quality of care that is delivered in healthcare systems. 

Alzheimer’s From the Inside Out: Part  2

Check out the second blog of a two-part series, featuring excerpts of the book “Alzheimer’s From the Inside Out” by Richard Taylor, Ph.D. Taylor is a former psychologist who was diagnosed with dementia seven years ago and now travels the world to speak about life with Alzheimer’s. Read more at http://bit.ly/ikhOIb
Person-Centered Care Training Available

Visit our website http://www.wnyapcc.com/culture.html if you are interested in registering for one of our Certified Eden Alternative ( training courses. Sessions are held in different locations through the end of the year – the only requirement is you must be currently working in long term care or assisted living. Contact Diane Summers at the Alliance today at (716) 250-6218. Want to host a training? Ask Diane for more information on how we can train your staff on site!
