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NEWSLETTER
September 2011
Pioneer Conference Takeaway: A Life Full of Meaning
By Rhonda Rotterman, Executive Director

You could practically feel the energy at this year’s Pioneer Conference in St. Louis as person-centered enthusiasts set out to network and learn new strategies.
We heard about the paradigm shift from viewing dementia as a progressive brain disorder rendering individuals unable to grow/learn to developing our skills to respond to  “behaviors” as an unmet need or a form of communication. We learned about the importance of connectedness, security and joy in the life of every human being despite their level of physical or mental functioning. And … we understood the importance of getting to truly know those we care for to gain insight into customary routines, preferences, interests and the forming of relationships. Read more http://wnyapccblog.com/tag/pioneer-conference
Much of the material in this month’s newsletter focuses on a life full of meaning – for our elders as well as for ourselves as care providers. This fall, make a commitment to take another (meaningful) step forward on your culture change journey.
Become a Founding Member

Build your leadership skills and person-centered care intelligence by joining the Alliance as a bona fide Founding Member. We’ve just introduced our new member program, so visit our website at http://www.wnyapcc.com/membership.html to learn more about this exciting opportunity!

Listen to This Interview
In conjunction with the Pioneer Network conference, public radio in St. Louis did a great interview on July 27 with the Alzheimer's Association chapter and Lutheran Senior Services, highlighting Missouri's efforts to move to person-centered care.
http://www.stlpublicradio.org/programs/slota/archivedetail.php?date='2011-07-27'
Another Blog on Quality of Life from Barb Speedling
“Daily activities are so much more than just doing a particular task or attending an event.  There is so much that goes into planning our daily routines that nursing home activity programmers overlook … There can be no quality of life without a meaningful existence. ” Read more about involving residents in planning their days http://wnyapccblog.com/tag/activities/
CMS Guidelines
A link to the full CMS Guidelines has been posted on the Alliance website. An explanation of select guidelines related to PCC can also be found on the CMS webpage. Check out the Guidelines and explanations here: http://wnyapcc.com/cms.html


State Coalition Information
The primary purpose of state culture coalitions is to advance culture change in their respective states. Our website now has a listing of coalitions for each state and their contact information: http://wnyapcc.com/startingchange.html

Upcoming Events: Culture Change Sessions

Click on http://www.wnyapcc.com/culture.html for more information on upcoming culture change sessions. We are running Eden Alternative( trainings every month. In addition, we can schedule training at your organization. Call or email us today (see below for contact information).

Finally … A Reminder About Compassion 
This poem describes long-term care elders who are just like us: They raised their children, worked jobs, went to church and served our country. In fact, the freedom we exercise today is the direct result of the courage of our elders! It’s an affirmation that we are all truly the same and elders deserve dignity, respect, autonomy, compassion and choice.  http://wnyapcc.com/sharing.html
Visit our website for updates and blogs: http://www.wnyapcc.com, 

email us at info@wnyapcc.com or call (716) 250-6218
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